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Sixth Committee – Legal 

This group focuses on legal questions. The UN wants all states to agree to international laws. This 
can happen if they make them together. They also want to make sure people know the laws. This 
can happen if they are written down and published. This makes it easier for states to work 
together. It also stops wars from happening. They also ask states to make laws to protect citizens. 

Every year the General Assembly gives this group a discussion list. If the legal question is difficult 
or complex this group asks for help from the International Law Commission. This committee has 
a tradition of consensus. States reach agreement without having to take a vote. This makes sense 
because if you want everybody to follow a law they should agree it is a good idea. 

This group works closely with the International Law Commission. They passed resolutions on 
international terrorism, human cloning, and taking hostages.  

Agenda Item 108 – Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism 
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Terrorism is the use of violence to change politics. The word comes from the Latin word 
terrere (to frighten). This is what terrorism is trying to do. It is trying to scare people into 
doing what they want. For this reason, terrorism is sudden, directed towards civilians, 
and shocking. It is not usually done by states. It is done by groups who want to force 
states to change. Terrorist groups can have one person or thousands. This makes it 
hard for states to stop. 

Terrorism upsets the international community. In 1936 the League of Nations started to 
create a convention. This convention was going to punish people involved in terrorism. 
As you can see, the world has wanted to do something for many years. The convention 
was never ratified. Since 1963, there have been 15 conventions about counter-terrorism. 
These conventions cover hostages, financing, hijacking planes, and other situations.  

When discussing terrorism many people think about September 11th. On September 11th 
2001, the terrorist group Al-Qaeda attacked the US. Terrorists destroyed the Twin 
Towers in New York City. 2977 people died. This started the Global War on Terror. The 
United States and other states began a new effort. They searched for terrorists and tried 
stop them. This resulted in the invasion of Afghanistan and the Iraq War.  

In 2013 US President Obama said the War on Terror was over. He said states should 
focus on specific targets and not terrorism in general. Other states agree. States need to 
work together to stop terrorism. Terrorism is a global problem and a “war” cannot stop it. 
It is much better to cut their sources of money. 
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Since the year 2000 states in 6th Committee have been trying to complete the 
Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism. This would define terrorism, 
make terrorism a crime and stop terrorists from getting money. Most states want to pass 
this Convention. But, they cannot agree how to define terrorism. All violent acts can be 
seen as terrorism. Can a country’s military be terrorists? What if it is a civil war? Would 
one side be a terrorist? 
In 2006 the UN adopted a Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy. This strategy wants to 
stop terrorism in all forms. It asks states to work at the national, regional and 
international level to fight terrorism. Every few years the strategy is reviewed. 
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Terrorism took more lives in 2014 than in previous years. According to statistics 80% more 
people died. This does not mean that all countries in the world experience terrorism. Only 
67 states in the world experienced more than one death related to terrorism. However, this 
is still a lot of countries that are affected by the problem. More than 1/3 of the countries in 
the world. There is also a huge expense to terrorism. In 2014 terrorist activities cost the 
world US$52.9 billion. The five states in the world with the most acts of terrorism are: Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Nigeria, Pakistan and Syria. This weakens the states and slows development. 
ISIL is a terrorist group in Syria and Iraq. They control a large territory and in this territory 
they enforce their strict interpretation of Islamic law. They force women to wear clothes 
that cover their entire bodies. They murder homosexuals. They decide what is right and 
wrong and kill people who disagree. ISIL also threatens terrorist attacks in the West: 
Canada, US, states in Europe, and Australia. They have done over 70 terrorist attacks in 
20 states. The recent terrorist attacks in France were organized by ISIL and the shooting in 
Orlando Florida was done by someone who said he supported ISIL. Since 2011 at least  
25 000 people from 100 states travelled to Iraq and Syria to fight with ISIL. This is a 
problem because it gives ISIL more soldiers. Also, what will happen when these people go 
back home to their states? 
Terrorism is increasing fastest in Nigeria. The number of people who died from terrorism 
went up 300% in 2014. Boko Haram is one of the main terrorist groups in Nigeria. They are 
the deadliest terrorist group in the world. They have killed 20 000 people and forced 2.3 
million people to flee their homes. Boko Haram kidnaps people and holds them for ransom. 
This is one of the ways they make money. In 2014 they kidnapped almost 300 girls and 
forced them into slavery. In 2015 they pledged support to ISIL and later that year the 
Nigerian government said they had “technically” destroyed their ability to cause problems. 
We will have to wait to see if this claim is really true. 
States with a lot of deaths from terrorism create refugees. Syria has 4 million refugees. 
Many of these people are in refugee camps or trying to reach Europe. Some states are 
afraid to take in these people because they think they might be terrorists. However, the 
West has less to worry about when it comes to terrorism. Since 2000, only 2.6% of total 
deaths from terrorism have been in the West. A lone wolf attack is when one person does 
a terrorist act alone. This is the most common type of terrorist act in the West. Also, in the 
West, most terrorists are motivated by anti-government, nationalist, or racist beliefs. 
However, everybody seems to be focused on Islamic fundamentalism. Most of the terrorist 
in the West are not Muslims.  
The Financial Action Task Force works with states to help stop terrorists from raising 
money. This is one of the most important ways to stop terrorism. However, some countries 
support terrorists. They do this because the terrorists might attack a country they see as 
an enemy. The US says Sudan, Iran and Syria have supported terrorist groups. 
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International Convention Against the Taking of Hostages 

This convention was adopted by the UN on 17 December 1979. In the 1970s terrorists 
took many hostages and the world community wanted to do something to punish the 
perpetrators. People take a hostage to get a state to do what it wants. Sometimes they 
want the state to stop doing something like sending soldiers to a war. Before this there 
was no document about terrorists taking hostages. States who sign must agree to 
punish people who take hostages. It has 174 state parties. 

International Convention for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 

This convention was adopted by the UN in 1997. It asks police and the justice 
department of states to work together to stop, investigate and punish terrorist bombings. 
This convention covers anybody who explodes or tries to explode a bomb in a public 
place to kill or hurt people. It has 168 parties. 

International Convention for the Suppression of the Financing of Terrorism 

This convention was adopted by the UN in 1999. It asks states to stop groups or people 
from raising money for terrorism by saying they are a charity. Many terrorists go to other 
countries and pretend to be a charity and then send the money out of the country. States 
should stop people from raising money for terrorists and should put people who do in jail. 
This convention also allows states to freeze the money of terrorists in bank accounts and 
encourages information to be shared between states. With 187 parties it is the most 
successful anti-terrorism convention.  

	
 

Root Causes of Terrorism 
 

 

Unemployment

Poverty

ConflictState	Violence

Radicalization

People	are	taught	
it	is	okay	to	be	

violent	

Jobs	and	work	
give	people	a	

future	

People	will	do	
anything	for	
change	

Violence	
creates	more	
violence	

If	a	country	uses	
violence	its	
people	often	
use	violence	
against	it.	
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Guiding Questions 

1. Does your country have a problem with terrorism? Its neighbours? 

 

2. If somebody has a problem with a country, what are some positive ways of dealing with the 
problem? 

 

3. Read some of the treaties on terrorism. Do you think any others are needed? 

 

4. How do you think the word terrorism and terrorist should be defined? 

 

5. What are the reasons some states have a lot of terrorism and some do not? 

 

6. Look at the root causes of terrorism. What can be done to solve each of these problems? 

 

7. How can states work together to stop international terrorism? 
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Resources 
 

Title Hyperlink How is it helpful? 

Counter-Terrorism 
Committee 

http://www.un.org/en/sc/ctc/inde
x.html 

Helps states stop terrorism 
before it happens. 

Victims of Terrorism http://www.un.org/victimsofterror
ism/en 

UN website supports people who 
have been hurt by terrorism. 

UN Action to Counter 
Terrorism 

http://www.un.org/en/counterterr
orism/index.shtml 

Official UN website about 
terrorism. 

Terror Threat Around the 
World 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/trave
l/maps-and-graphics/Mapped-
Terror-threat-around-the-world/ 

Talks about where there is a 
danger of terrorism.  

UN Global Counter-
Terrorism Strategy 

https://www.un.org/counterterror
ism/ctitf/en/un-global-counter-

terrorism-strategy 

UN’s main ideas to stop 
terrorism. 

States Affected by 
Terrorist Attacks 

http://www.worldatlas.com/articl
es/the-global-terrorism-index-

states-most-affected-by-
terrorist-attacks.html 

Information about the states with 
the most terrorism. 

The Plague of Global 
Terrorism 

http://www.economist.com/blogs
/graphicdetail/2015/11/daily-

chart-12 

Information about how many 
people have died from terrorism. 

Global Terrorism Index 
2015 

http://economicsandpeace.org/w
p-

content/uploads/2015/11/Global
-Terrorism-Index-2015.pdf 

Very big report about terrorism 
around the world. 

ISIS: Trail of Terror http://abcnews.go.com/WN/fullp
age/isis-trail-terror-isis-threat-

us-25053190 

ABC News article about ISIS. 
Very detailed. 

 


