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Cambodia



Culture: food and daily life

- They eat very little meat, mostly —
fish/seafood and vegetables '

- Rice is served with pretty much any & ‘ :
meal

- Urban population is better off than
farmers even though Cambodia is
impoverished




Traditions/Beliefs

- The population is primarily
Theravada Buddhist, though other
religions are followed

- Birthdays are normally not
celebrated

- Life revolves around the family

- Country with the largest number of
public holidays

Angkor Wat, a historic Buddhist temple



Language

- Official language is Khmer or
. First seres Second series
Cambodian ko) B wha (ko] B ko (ko) UF ko (k%) & J (0]
- Most spoken language is Khmer B o] B cafeo] B p(ex) OIF po () Q) o o
- English is also spoken by most of & . @) B ne o) B 0 (@) O @0 (o) AN o [0y

the pOpUIation 6w (o) [ (o) P o) @ amox) B no [y
- Language was derived from U pafbo)] B prappo] 0 bopa) I bhops] © mo [me
Sanskrit which is used in India 6F so (s0) M ra (ho) W yo i) § o () I o [

Q_' la [lo:) H [Po:] i vo [wa)



Language: History

- Has been used since the 7th
century AD

- Khmer has an old form and a
modern form

- Has been found on tablets in
southern Vietnam and Thailand as
well as Cambodia

Old Khmer



Country History

Became a French colony in 1863
but gained independence in 1953
1975-1979: Khmer Rouge (rural
guerilla communist group)
terrorizes the population and ~1.5
million people get killed

Country was rebuilt with help from
Vietnam and regained political
autonomy in the 1990s




Government

-The Kingdom is an elective constitutional
monarchy

-The current monarch is Norodom
Sihamoni who was chosen by the Royal
Council of the Throne as head of state

-The head of government is the Prime
Minister, currently Hun Sen, the longest
serving non-royal leader in Southeast
Asia, ruling Cambodia since 1985




Trade/Economy

-Cambodia is currently our 58th largest
goods trading partner with $5.9 billion in
total (two way) goods trade during 2019  24.54 billion USD (2018)

- In 2019 the goods exports totaled . BASSAT
$514 million, and goods imports totaled . Dessmeauso
$5.4 billion “;‘”c

-In 2018 Cambodia’s GDP was 24.54
billion USD and has been on a steep
incline since around 2002



Climate

-Cambodia only has 2 seasons which
they just refer to as “dry” (October to
late April) and “wet” (May to late
September)

-They still get quite a bit of rain but it
comes in short showers




Allies

-The Cambodian government has
diplomatic relations with most countries,
including the United States, the United
Kingdom, and France, as well as all of its
Asian neighbors, including China, India,
Vietnam, Laos, South Korea, and
Thailand.
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Enemies

-Don’t have many enemies but during the
Cambodian Civil War North Vietnam and .
Viet Cong supported the Khmer group (or : 3
the Communist Party of Kampuchea) who 3
were fighting against the government
forces of the Kingdom of Cambodia.




Fun Facts

- Their flag is the only one in the
world with a building on it

- Average age of the population is
under 15

- the US dollar is one of their
(un)official currencies

- No McDonalds in Cambodia




